CHAPTER IV
LAND REVENUE AND OTHER TAXES
The soverign, the army and the primary producers
or the peasants were three significant elements in the
political structure of medieval period. The sovereign ruled
the kingdom. The army supported him. The army and the
sovereign depended finally on peasants, merchants, artisans,,
and workers who paid taxes to the state. Land revenueNltf?*
a very important source of income.
The Vijayanagara empire was founded on the
historical necessity of defending the ancient tradition and
Hindu religion. Rayalaseema formed as unfailing support for
the foundation of Vijayanagara empire since the forts of
Gooty, Penukonda and Adoni played a major role in the
expansion of the empire, so also the people who, readily
contributed their might in the shape of taxes for the defence
of their Kingdom, Vijayanagara.
Like any organized system of taxation, the land
revenue administration, in Rayalaseema during the
Vijayanagara period consisted of two stages : first the